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Main hypotheses I

Ç Widespread social change and political unrest 

unnerved 19th century American elites 

Ç New and insecure American elites searched for 

mechanisms to cope with the unrest that would be more 

effective than the resort to violence 

ÇThe Worldôs Fair was an institution meant to 

encourage social and political deference, and 

eliminating need for use of violence 

ÇWorldôs fair was an institution that became part of the 

struggle over national identity in late 19th century US
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Main Hypotheses II

Ç American elites found Worldôs Fair vehicle 

for ñAmericanizingò immigrant populations

Ç American elites used Worldôs Fare to inform 

domestic populace of their moral superiority 

and right to lead the United States

Ç American elites used Worldôs Fair to compete 

with European elites as the post-Civil War 

industrial revolution transformed the US
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What are this learning moduleôs learning 

objectives?

ÇThis module addresses the following questions:  

ÇHow did American society respond to extensive 

social change in the late 19th century?

ÇWhat types of social change did the US  experience?

Ç What was impact of industrialization, the rise of 

industrial elites (ñrobber baronsò), rural-urban 

migration, immigration, and the labor movement?

ÇWhat impact did American elitesô ñstatus envyò of 

European achievements have on our society?
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America and the Republican ideal

Ç What image did Americans have of their 
society during the mid-19th century?

ÇThe Republican ideal represented a core value 

Ç It stressed rugged individualismand self-
reliance, values associated with rural life 

Ç In this model of America, the farm and small 
town was where the citizen controlled his life

Ç Once rural to urban migration increased after 
the Civil War, this vision of life was disrupted
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How did the US change after the Civil War?

Ç Once the Southôs economic power destroyed, 

the North could begin its Industrial Revolution

ÇThe Industrial Revolution stimulated migration 

to cities and immigration to US from Europe

Ç Agricultural machinery made much farm labor 

redundant as 19th century progressed

Ç The ñpushò of fewer jobs in rural America was 

offset by ñpullò of increased jobs in urban areas
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New forms of transportation

Ç Canals, steamships, railroads and new 

roads facilitated rural-urban migration

Ç Below: Erie Canal, Mississippi 

River steamboats, and transcontinental

railroad 
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Lewis Hineôs photograph of

Italian street workers under 6th

Ave. Elevated, NYC (1910)

The impact of immigration on 19th century US

Ç 40  million immigrants came to US, 1840-1820; 8.8  

between 1900-1910;  60% lived in cities

Ç US pop. increased from 76 to 94.5 million, 1900-1910

Ç 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act passed and 1907  Japanese 

immigration to US restricted

Immigrants in Ellis Island
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Cultural tensions caused by immigration

Ç Immigrants usually did not speak English

Ç Often Roman Catholic, Jewish, or Christian 

Orthodox, and rejected by Protestants (WASPs)

Ç Immigrants usually lacked education and took 

unskilled jobs, threatening US workers

ÇImmigrants dressed in ñexoticò clothing, and lived in 

segregated urban quarters 

Ç Thus there was little opportunity for English 

speaking public to interact with them 
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Urbanization, immigration and 

spread of press in 19th century US
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Alexander Graham Bell 

speaking into prototype 

of telephone

Technological change in 

late 19th century America

First incandescent 

light bulb

Edison 

phonograph

Telegraph

Edisonôs

kinescope


