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Wh a't are thi s modul

C This module addresses the following question

C How di d the Chicago
subsequent fairs?

C How did the posti893 fairs build on new
scientific and technological developments?

C How did each fair reflect the specific needs o
the city that developed it?

C How did the fairs presentorld culturesand
what impact did this have on fairgoers?
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Main hypotheses

C Worl dos fairs after the
much more concerned witachnologyandscience
and less with values and norms

C A nreligion of scilence
more prominent at the fairs

C The US industrial revolution gave Americans a hew
of self confidencen the late 1900s

C Post1893 fairs focused more dareign cultures
spectacleand theexotig andescapism

C Fairs helped promote a new sense of American
identity as US became a tru@rld power
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The 1901 Buffalo Pamerican Exposition

C Buffalo, eighth largest US city, fought city of Niagare
Falls for rights (government concession) to fair

C Hoped fair would create image of prosperous, and
technologically advanced city and help local economy

C Buffalo sought to demonstrate the economic role
Ni agara Fall so6 hydroel ec
and thus emphasize&tectric lightingat fair

CBuffalods proximity to |
site for many industrial projects

CThe expthanenas ciosedies between US and
Latin American nations as Panama Canal completed
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Buffal o Failr O0s

C Fair used ersatz Spanish Renaissance style
design to demonstrate US dominance In
Western Hemisphere

C Unli ke White City, f
NRai nbow Cityo with
C Electric Tower centerpiece of Fair, meant to
show world American technological superiority

C Each fair sought to outdo itspredecessor: Co
of Honor, Chicago,563,000 sq. ft.; court area |
Paris, 720,000 sq. ft.; and 1,400,000 in Buffalc
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Wil l 1 am McKI

C As presidents Grant and Cleveland had opened
Philadelphia and Chicago fairs respectively, so
President McKinley opened Buffalo Fair

C McKinley shot at fair by anarchist Leon Czolgosz or
Sept. 6, 1901

C Irony that, despite huge number of electric lights on
failrdos buil dings, none ¢
where physicians lacked light to treat Pres. McKinley

C Doctors afraid to use new-pay machine on exhibit at
fair for fear of harming the president
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Spectacle and the RP&merican Exposition

¢C NnThose who recall the Centennial at Philadelphia in
1876will recall the absence of argpectacle It was
the note of instruction that the managers and builders
of the fair struck, but not the note of beauty. Butin
Chicago in1893the Court of Honor was a thing of
such beaut yé agpbctasulapactef t F
every fair has had emphasis. It is hardly too much to
say that it is likely to overshadow every other aspect
t he Bu fifaled addedf Tah e . Wo r(I,d 0
vol. Il, NY: Doubleday Page and Cd.90], p.1024
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THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT BUILDING.

THE CITY OF THE FUTURE—A PROPHECY.

BY JOHN BRISBEN WALKER.

NE cannot enter the gates of the Pan-
American Exposition at Buffalo—

that wonder of color and form which
rises before the visitor—without mentally
reverting to the City of White Palaces of
1893, only eight years ago, with its throngs
of amazed and delighted people. Even while
the mind is filled with delight and aston-
ishment, there comes a subconscious picture
of the neglected ‘‘Pinta’’ which sailed so
boldly across the Atlantic, and now lies
abandoned in a marsh from which rise the
charred ends of many piles—the only re-
maining vestiges of that famous White
City. What a shame if these marvelous
creations at Buffalo are to meet a similar
fate! ‘“What a pity,”’ the visitor reflects,
‘‘that another two or three millions could
not have been added to the funds at the
disposal of the commission, and the walls
stand in substantial brick and mortar
instead of wood and staff!" It might
have required that the Exposition should
have been located a few miles farther
out on the prairie. Then at its close the
aggregation of palaces might have been
converted into a model city; the Palace

J. B. Wal
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of Liberal Arts become a great factory;
the Temple of Music stand as the theater
hall; the Stadium remain the great amphi-
theater that it is, to which Buffalo could
flock in years to come for its-amusement.
Games would, doubtless, be born worthy
of the dignity of their surroundings. The
buildings constructed by the states of
North and South America would become
private houses set in the most beautiful of
parks. Probably three-fourths of the cost
of the Exposition has been in the work on
its designing, its parks, its waterways, and
the workmanship of its architecture and
monuments.  Only the materials of the ex-
terior are temporary. Another million or,
at the most, two millions expended would
have left every wall in the most durable of
materials. What a pity then, what a waste
that this small additional sum should not
have left the work of great artists in last-
ing form!

For this is the lesson of the fair—that
it illustrates what men working in harmo-
nious effort may accomplish for the delight
of all.  Who believes that the people of
the second half of our new century will be
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content to live in those abominations of
desolation which we call our great cities—
brick and mortar piled higgledy-piggledy,
glaringly vulgar, stupidly offensive, inso-
lently trespassing on the right to sunshine
and fresh air, conglomerate result of a
competitive individualism which takes no
regard for the rights of one's neighbor?
Wandering in these streets of varied
forms, the mind is entranced by the eter-

THE CITY OF THE FUTURE—A PROPHECY.

tem which takes no thought of neighbor.
The other represents organization intended
for the best enjoyment of all. One stands
as the remnant of a barbarism handed down
through the centuries. The other stands
for the aspiration of the human mind under
the unfolding intelligence of an advancing
civilization. In the light of this new city
the old seems almost as much of an an-
achronism as the walled city of the Middle

nally chang-
ing color
always in
marvelous
harmony.
Down the
great central
court to the
left, by the
fountains on
the Espla-
nade, in the
maze of the
Horticultur-
al and the
Graphic Arts
Buildings,
then under
the graceful
pergolas to
the magnifi-
cent erec-
tions on the
Bridge of |
Triumph,
the colors
change and
change until
the whole
prismatic
spectrum
seems to
have been
exhausted
twenty times
over—yet never a repetition, only rest-
ful harmony.

How was this marvel of construction
brought about? Why three miles away are
a thousand ungraceful shapes piled garishly
together, and here this dream of perfec-

tion? The answer comes—it is but the
dittrc in  Sys cxI«. One rchse(g
human Yffort diseStrdusly expehded tn

individual guidance in the competitive sys-

THE BASIN IN FRONT OF THE GOVERNMENT BUILDING,

Ages with its
turrets and
donjon and
drawbridge
and portcul-
lis.

How was
this present
marvel con-
structed?
Very simply.
The men of
high intelli-
gence whose
liberality is
responsible
for this ex-
hibit came
together and
said: “‘Let
us seek out
the great
artists in
architecture,
in sculpture,
in landscape,

and Dbring
them here

to Buffalo.
Then we will
ask them to
work out in
unison a
scheme,
every part of
which shall be in perfect harmony with
every other part: shape, environment, dis-
tance, color, shall all unite in one great
harmony.*’

The Chinese philosophers have derived
from their four thousand years of study
one idea of heaven, and their word for it is
HAREOI& Th lgl'];all eir hiﬁzst
philofophiehl ealnu thd one wold—

harmony. With their limited economic
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Horticulture Bldg.,
Womenos BI
Forestry Bldg and
Triumphal Bridge
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® The fetishism
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electricity at the
PanAmerican
Exposition

: thq‘ .'a‘i'l e anhlil

Electr|C|ty powered b
5000 HP generator
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AOur own | ives wild/l be better in the 20th ce
on the Midway, people will be cured because-ohys on exhibit in the Electricity building, the automob
in the Machinery & Transportation building will be able to take us farther and faster than our horses.
will live in a world made more sanitary, easier to clean, warmer in winter and cooler in summer, with
preserved foods. And electricity will allow us to move about at night, read or work, all with the same
of safety and ease that daylight provides. A

will bel! 0
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Midway1 1901 Buffal o Wo
Il ncluding ATrip to the Mo




