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What are this moduleôs learning objectives?

ÇThis module addresses the following questions:

Ç How did the Chicago Worldôs Fair influence 
subsequent fairs?

Ç How did the post-1893 fairs build on new 
scientific and technological developments?

Ç How did each fair reflect the specific needs of 
the city that developed it?

ÇHow did the fairs present world culturesand 
what impact did this have on fairgoers? 
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Main hypotheses
Ç Worldôs fairs after the World Columbian Exposition 

much more concerned with technologyand science, 
and less with values and norms

Ç A ñreligion of science and technologyò became ever 
more prominent at the fairs 

Ç The US industrial revolution gave Americans a new 
of self confidence in the late 1900s

Ç Post-1893 fairs focused more on foreign cultures, 
spectacleand the exotic, and escapism

Ç Fairs helped promote a new sense of American 
identity as US became a true world power
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The 1901 Buffalo Pan-American Exposition

Ç Buffalo, eighth largest US city, fought city of Niagara 
Falls for rights (government concession) to fair

Ç Hoped fair would create image of prosperous, and 
technologically advanced city and help local economy

Ç Buffalo sought to demonstrate the economic role 
Niagara Fallsô hydroelectric power could play in US 
and thus emphasized electric lighting at fair

ÇBuffaloôs proximity to hydroelectric power made it 
site for many industrial projects

ÇThe expositionôs themewas close ties between US and 
Latin American nations as Panama Canal completed
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Buffalo Fairôs architecture

Ç Fair used ersatz Spanish Renaissance style 
design to demonstrate US dominance in 
Western Hemisphere

Ç Unlike White City, fairôs buildings used 
ñRainbow Cityò with red, blue, green and gold 

Ç Electric Tower, centerpiece of Fair, meant to 
show world American technological superiority

Ç Each fair sought to outdo itspredecessor: Court 
of Honor, Chicago,563,000 sq. ft.; court area in 
Paris, 720,000 sq. ft.; and 1,400,000 in Buffalo
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Pres. William McKinleyôs assassination

Ç As presidents Grant and Cleveland had opened  
Philadelphia and Chicago fairs respectively, so 
President McKinley opened Buffalo Fair

Ç McKinley shot at fair by anarchist Leon Czolgosz on 
Sept. 6, 1901

Ç Irony that, despite huge number of electric lights on 
fairôs buildings, none existed in fairôs emergency room 
where physicians lacked light to treat Pres. McKinley

ÇDoctors afraid to use new X-ray machine on exhibit at 
fair for fear of harming the president
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Birdôs Eye view of Pan-American Exposition
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Spectacle and  the Pan-American Exposition

Ç ñThose who recall the Centennial at Philadelphia in 

1876 will recall the absence of any spectacle.  It was 

the note of instruction that the managers and builders 

of the fair struck, but not the note of beauty.  But in 

Chicago in 1893 the Court of Honor was a thing of 

such beautyéand since then the spectacularpart of 

every fair has had emphasis.  It is hardly too much to 

say that it is likely to overshadow every other aspect of 

the  Buffalo fair.ò (italics added)  The Worldôs Work, 

vol. II, NY: Doubleday Page and Co., 1901, p. 1024
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J.B. Walker, ñThe City of the Future,ò 

Cosmopolitan, 31/5 (Sept. 1901): 473-74
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Horticulture Bldg., 

Womenôs Bldg., 

Forestry Bldg and 

Triumphal Bridge
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Board of Women Managers ïBuffalo 

Worldôs Fair Womenôs Bldg. 
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The fetishism of

electricity at the

Pan-American

Exposition
Electricity powered by

5000 HP generator



Department of Political Science

Center for Middle Eastern Studies

Rutgers University

The Buffalo Fair and the science of religion

ñOur own lives will be better in the 20th century. Babies will live because of the Infant Incubator displayed 

on the Midway, people will be cured because of x-rays on exhibit in the Electricity building, the automobile 

in the Machinery & Transportation building will be able to take us farther and faster than our horses. We 

will live in a world made more sanitary, easier to clean, warmer in winter and cooler in summer, with better 

preserved foods. And electricity will allow us to move about at night, read or work, all with the same degree 

of safety and ease that daylight provides. An endless supply of electricityéWhat a century the 20th century 

will be! ò
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Midway ï1901 Buffalo Worldôs Fair,
including ñTrip to the Moonò cyclorama


