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Wh a't are thi s modul

C This module addresses the following question

C How di d the Chicago
subsequent fairs?

C How did the posti893 fairs build on new
scientific and technological developments?

C How did each fair reflect the specific needs o
the city that developed it?

C How did the fairs presentorld culturesand
what impact did this have on fairgoers?
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Main hypotheses

C Worl dos fairs after the
much more concerned witachnologyandscience
and less with values and norms

C A nreligion of scilence
more prominent at the fairs

C The US industrial revolution gave Americans a hew
of self confidencen the late 1900s

C Post1893 fairs focused more dareign cultures
spectacleand theexotig andescapism

C Fairs helped promote a new sense of American
identity as US became a tru@rld power
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The 1901 Buffalo Pamerican Exposition

C Buffalo, eighth largest US city, fought city of Niagare
Falls for rights (government concession) to fair

C Hoped fair would create image of prosperous, and
technologically advanced city and help local economy

C Buffalo sought to demonstrate the economic role
Ni agara Fall so6 hydroel ec
and thus emphasize&tectric lightingat fair

CBuffalods proximity to |
site for many industrial projects

CThe expthanenas ciosedies between US and
Latin American nations as Panama Canal completed
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Buffal o Failr O0s

C Fair used ersatz Spanish Renaissance style
design to demonstrate US dominance In
Western Hemisphere

C Unli ke White City, f
NRai nbow Cityo with
C Electric Tower centerpiece of Fair, meant to
show world American technological superiority

C Each fair sought to outdo itspredecessor: Co
of Honor, Chicago,563,000 sq. ft.; court area |
Paris, 720,000 sq. ft.; and 1,400,000 in Buffalc
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Wil l 1 am McKI

C As presidents Grant and Cleveland had opened
Philadelphia and Chicago fairs respectively, so
President McKinley opened Buffalo Fair

C McKinley shot at fair by anarchist Leon Czolgosz or
Sept. 6, 1901

C Irony that, despite huge number of electric lights on
failrdos buil dings, none ¢
where physicians lacked light to treat Pres. McKinley

C Doctors afraid to use new-pay machine on exhibit at
fair for fear of harming the president
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Spectacle and the RP&merican Exposition

¢C NnThose who recall the Centennial at Philadelphia in
1876will recall the absence of argpectacle It was
the note of instruction that the managers and builders
of the fair struck, but not the note of beauty. Butin
Chicago in1893the Court of Honor was a thing of
such beaut yé agpbctasulapactef t F
every fair has had emphasis. It is hardly too much to
say that it is likely to overshadow every other aspect
t he Bu fifaled addedf Tah e . Wo r(I,d 0
vol. Il, NY: Doubleday Page and Cd.90], p.1024
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