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Main hypotheses |

CThe Worl dos Failr was an
world that the US was amergingwvorld power

CUS eli tes used worl dos f
status and political legitimacy, by stresshAmerican
nationalismand their leadership roles

C El 1 tes us ededwaatromadnstgutiofisa | r
AAmericanize t he | mmi grant porg

CWorl dos f ai r s relgionesince s e d
American progress was linked to Christian values

C UScitiese x pl ot ted worl dos f a
national image, and local political elites
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Main hypotheses lI

C As an i1 nstitution, tF
19h and 20" century Americandentity politics

CUS and Western natil on
strengthen feelings afational solidarityby
demonstrating their material superiority over
nonWestern nations

C Industrial and economic progress became
vehicles for demonstratinmoral superiority
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What are this | ear
objectives

C This module addresses the following questions:
CHow di d the 1 dea of the
C What were the origins o

C What were the major Eur
Influenced those In the United States?

C How successful were the US fairs and why did they
assume a certain structure?

C What can we | earn about
studying the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial
Exhibition?
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Where did the idea of the fair originate?

C The oldest is the Leipzig Trade Faue{pziger
Messé that began in Saxony in Middle Ages

C Oldest mention of Leipzig Fair is in 1165

C Fair was important commercial event that
drew merchants from all over Europe

C Leipzig Trade Fair still major commercial
event today

C This type of fair replicated on local level In
US in state and county fairs
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Wh at were anteceden

CAmeri can I nstitute Fec¢
Niblos Garden, and Crystal Palace,1 33897

CSometi mes consi dered

- : =

Preparations are going on at the Crystal
Palace for the Annual Fair of the American
Institute. The reception of articles began
yesterday. The Exhibition will open on
Wednesday next. The position of the articles
remaining in the Palace from the old display

is little altered. The big tree occupies the space
under the dome, and ti&enius of Americe

still standing beneath the shadow.

New York Time<ct. 1, 1855

"""""""
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How did the wor |l ¢

traditional iIdeas of the fair?

C Thetrade fairwas largely organized by merchants,
often with government help, and focus was on selling
goods and making profits

CThe 1 dea of the worl dos
global competitioramong nations in ¥9century

CWor | dos fpalitical andso@moikculturah
meaninghat absent from traditional trade fair

CWor |l dos f antertainmenteieswiofdhe d
world, iInventions andnew scientific advancements

CWorl dos feducationawral sot jasha
commercial experiendea form ofmuseum
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The devel opment ¢

C From 1851 to 1899, there were 54 fairs worldwide

C First wor | dCistal Ralage Exhilitens
May 1- Oct. 11, 1851 in London

C Crystal Palace was over 1800 ft. long and 108 ft.
high, had 990,000 square feet and 14,000 exhibitors

CDesigned to show off wo
advancements

C A modular wood, glass and iron structure whose
materials meant to be recycled




The Crystal Palace,
Hyde Park, London
(1851)- exterior and
Interior views




Statues of the Egyptian pharaoh
Rameses |l copied from the
temple of Abu Simbel, [Crystal
Palace], d859

Egyptian Room tropical plants
Crystal Palace, 1854




Seth Boydendt
Appointment as
Commissioner to London
World's Fair signhed by
Governor George Fort of
New Jersey 1851
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Other prominent Europeal
worl dos f

= 1855 Paris
w Exposition
L4 Universelle

T e S | ]

o Weltausstellung 1873 (Vienna
Exposition Universelle of 1889, Paris Wor | doés Fai rKulturwido s

May 6- Oct. 31, 1889 Erziehung(Culture and Education)




Department of Political Science
Center for Middle Eastern Studies
Rutgers University

Phlladelphla Centennial Exhibition

CFair constituted the nci
exhibited its industrial wares

C Exhibition laid out or285acres of Fairmont Park on
Schuylkill River in central Philadelphia

C Meant to celebrat®#00yrs. of American economic and
cultural progress

C Exhibition's official name (decided by Congress):
Nl nternati onal Exhi bi t i1 c
Products of the Soi | anec

CTitle suggests Congress:
sophistication
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US governmentos rcC

C 1871 US Congress created Centennial
Commission to plan Philadelphia Exhibition

C Ulysses S. Grant chose Commission members

C Philadelphia chosen due to historic importance
and because Fairmont Park was largest US par

C Congress allocated $2.6 million and Philadelph
and Pennsylvania Legislature $2.5 million

C Joint stock company benefited from fair profits
(although Congress was reimbursed for funds)
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Brochures from
Philadelphia
Centennial
Exhibition
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1876 PHILADELPHIA INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION BRONZE AWARD MEDAL
AWARDED BY UNITED STATES CENTENNIAL COMMISSION IN 1876.
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USdlpIomats and the Philadelphia fai

C US consuls played key role in securing
foreign participation, e.g., consuls in Ottoman
urkey, Egypt and Tunisia

C Egypt and Tunisia had already participated ir
London, Pari s and VI e

C Egyptos representat |
professor of Egyptology, A. Brugsh Bek

C Foreign nationals controlled much of structur
of nonWestern exhibits and their products
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Slze and scope of the Philadelphia Exhibitic

C 44 countries participated with 250 pavilions
C Fair took 10 yrs. to plan at cost of $11 million

C Fair inaugurated May 10, 1876 by Pres. Grant
and Emperor of Brazil Dom Pedro Il

C Fair counted over 10 million visitors (US pop.
1876=40 million) before it closed in Nov. 1976

C Fair closed on positive note but many compani
that participated went bankrupt and assets seiz
(ANAfter t hNY TEedNovblst1876)
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Advertising the fair
C Philadelphia Exhibition became one of first
major advertising projects in US

C Visitors were encouraged to view fair as a
vacation destination, such as Las Vegas or
Disneyland today

C Many railroads brought visitors right to fair
entrances

C Special train fares meant to encourage Visits
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May 10, 1876, Pres. Grantii & Sap il
and Brazilian Emperor N {8
Dom Pedro Il turn on N\ e
the Corliss Engine (1400 | & i

HP, 40 ft. tall, 200+ tons & i 1%
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Jnternational Cxhilition
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Role of Intellectuals In 1876 fair

C Museum directors and curators, ethnographers,
anthropologists and archaeologists, hired as
consultants, argued t hal
mus eumso

C Visitors meant to feel
foreign country and culture

School children were encouraged to visit fairs on
Saturdays

C In Philadelphia, fair organizers worked to maintain
national decorunby suppressing hawkers of
memor abi l i a, e.g. Hol vy |
gates this differed frorrspectacle)f later fairs
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Patriotism a

Right arm of Statue of Liberty, given
as centennial gift by France

nd Philadelphia fair

Smithsonian Institution exhibit of George

Washingtonos

per so
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Book distributed to
children during the
Philadelphia Exhibition to
teach them about the fair

I Uncle Folhn's Centennial Story.

only walked down to the other end of the Hull, and back again—and
there | found Pa waiting for me. | guess he had been lost too, only
he wouldn't tell. | heand o man say that over n thousand men in
uniform had gone in just after us, and | only saw one; and Pa said he
did'nt sce any.  So he said it wouldn't be surprising if 1 did get lost
for a little while.

“1 kept thinking all the time that I'd soon come to the end of the
little shops: but it was nothing but shops all the while. 1t looked as
il the fairies had gone in the night and taken down almost all the
houses and churches in New York, and swept up every bit of dirt. and
then slid all the things up close, and only left the streets as wide as a
man conld step.  There were store gonds of every kind U'd ever seen. and
evervthing of every kind T ever saw in any house, or church, or stowe;
and hundreds and hundreds of things T never saw before, and can't tell
what they're for. 1 looked wround in the Main Hall, and all the time
I saw new things, and went throngh new walks,

“There were people of all colors there! —some white, and some yel-
low, like brass; and some like copper, almost; and some like coffee —
andd they had the funniest dresses!  Some of the men looked as if they
were women.  They were from all over the whole world, and talked all
kinds of lingunges. Some had little tables with their things on, and
some had glasscovered  boxes; while some had nice places, just like
real houses, I came to one place with o high front, like o gent
church, and 1 asked what it was.  They said *Seax”  So 1 thought 1
wo in and see; and when 1 got in, there was everything there that
comes from Spain, 1 couldn't tell yon every little thing; but it was
full of all kinds of things: and some of them T should dewdy like to
have bronght home.  Just look at the picture of it on the opposite page,
and tell me if you don't think it's pretty.

“When | got ont of Spain, 1 went to Jarax. This was a fonny
hionse, and looked just like the pictures yon see in the books. They
had ever so many things made of bamboo, and wood, and ivory, and
some of them were beantifully painted.  They called it laoguered — we
call it Japanned, because the Japanese do so many things that way.

“Well. when T came out of Japan, | looked around, and saw such
a nice house! and when I went up to it, 1 found it was Norway. It
looked like n ehureh covered all over with little steeples.  There is o
picture of it on the sixth poge.

1t had all Kinds of things in it that are found in that country.”
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e hiladelphia Fair and foreign cultures

ENTRANCE TO THE EGYPTIAN COURT.

A E g yb@otan (sic) the oldest people of the world send its greetings
t o t he vy o ulinngcei®idn omeattance ta Bgyptian Exhibit
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: 76 THE GREAT EXHIBITION, 1876.

tives might have the éc/az of truthfully attaching a “vendue” label
upon a painting. Any one who gave the matter a thought felt a
keen sense of littleness to pass along the corridors of the Art
Galleries. Several rooms were devoted to salesrooms of New York
print or chromo dealers, who exhibited pictures of which they

“The Great Exhibition, 1876, RICAINE. j The Art Gallery.]
By E. Caront.

were not the artists, and had no more right in those rooms than

had the owner of a panorama from the row of booths on the

outside of the Exhibition grounds—provided the owner of the

booth had paid the Commissioners a royalty upon his revenue.

Next, it was painful to pass from a room in the Annex to confront

Contrast between statue of

Lo Af r inAraGallerg (now
Philadelphia Museum of Art) and
delicate Japanese bird statue in Japa
Exhibitshows differing perceptions of
nonWestern countries
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Positive perception of Japan at =
1876 far e
C Japanese government displayed not

only traditional crafts, but industrial
technological and agricultural exhibits

Dozens of Japanese exhibitors came  ouriine nisroxy
to fair i

C Japanese did not try to reinforce
American stereotypes about their country

C Japan emphasized educational
progress and discipline to which their
children subjected TR

11111

JAPANESE EDUCATION;

PHILADELPHIA INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION,
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’nes from the Tunisian Exhibit

Exhi bits reinforced Amer |
Culture and hence undeveloped (Islamic) civilization




