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1. . . . possessing a chosen country, with room enough for, our descendants to the thousandth and thousandth generations. --  

 
2. "God has not been preparing the English-speaking and Teutonic peoples for 1,000 years for nothing. He has marked the 

American people as His chosen nation to finally lead in the redemption of the world." 
 

3. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a 
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

 
4. I shall need the favor of that Being in whose hands we are who led our fathers, as Israel of old, from their native land and 

planted them in a country flowing with all the necessaries and comforts of life (flowing with milk and honey).  
 

5. We can meet our destiny—and that destiny to build a land here that will be, for all mankind, a shining city on a hill. 
 
6. The stage is set, the destiny disclosed. It has come about by no plan of our conceiving, but by the hand of God who led us into 

the way. We cannot turn back. We can only go forward, with lifted eyes and freshened spirit, to follow the vision. It was of this 
that we dreamed at our birth. America shall in truth show the way. The light streams upon the path ahead and nowhere else. 

 
7. Our nation is chosen by God and commissioned by history to be a model to the world.... 

 
8. I’ve spoken of the shining city [upon a hill] all my political life, but I don’t know if I ever quite communicated what I saw when 

I said it. But in my mind it was a tall proud city built on rocks stronger than oceans, wind-swept, God-blessed, and teeming with 
people of all kinds living in harmony and peace, a city with free ports that hummed with commerce and creativity, and if there 
had to be city walls, the walls had doors and the doors were open to anyone with the will and the heart to get here. "  

 
9. But during the Revolution, Catholics, Jews, and Non-Conformists all rallied to the cause and fought valiantly for the American 

commonwealth -- for John Winthrop’s “city upon a hill.”   
 

10. We must always consider," he said, "that we shall be as a city upon a hill--the eyes of all people are upon us. . .  Today the eyes 
of all people are truly upon us--and our governments, in every branch, at every level, national, state and local, must be as a city 
upon a hill--constructed and inhabited by men aware of their great trust and their great responsibilities. 

 
11. The notion of American exceptionalism—that the United States alone has the right, whether by divine sanction or moral 

obligation, to bring civilization, or democracy, or liberty to the rest of the world, by violence if necessary—is not new. It started 
as early as 1630 in the Massachusetts Bay Colony when Governor John Winthrop uttered the words . . . . Winthrop called the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony a “city upon a hill. . .  In reality, we have never been just a city on a hill. A few years after Governor 
Winthrop uttered his famous words, the people in the city on a hill moved out to massacre the Pequot Indians.  

 
12. This is our high destiny, and in nature's eternal, inevitable decree of cause and effect we must accomplish it. All this will be our 

future history, to establish on earth the moral dignity and salvation of man -- the immutable truth and beneficence of God.  . 
.[T]he fulfillment of our manifest destiny [is] to overspread the continent allotted by Providence for the free development of our 
yearly multiplying millions.  

 
13. When America was first imagined, John Winthrop said it should be "a city on a hill." He didn't mean Capitol Hill. But he might 

have. The city on this hill is in your hands. May you have the wisdom and the power to protect it always. We really need it. 
 

14. In fact, it was Kerry's ancestor, John Winthrop, who founded Massachusetts and coined the political ideal of a "shining city 
upon a hill" -- a vision that then became associated with the Kennedys and Camelot. John Kerry could lead us back to that 
noble ideal for American democracy. 


